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1 ■ £3 This communication is responsive to 11/26/2007 . 

2. [X] The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-1 9. 36-45, 52-69. now renumbered as 1-47 . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Applicants' attorney, Mr. Anthony Josephson, on 1 1/30/2007. 

Please amend claims 1,4, 12, 16, 18, 36, 38, 43, 52 and 60 as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for providing access to a sequence of audio segments 
accessible by an audio server comprising: 

(a) receiving a request for playing the sequence of audio segments, wherein the sequence 
of audio segments comprises at least portions of network-related announcements to be played to 
a recipient, the sequence of audio segments being identified by an audio identifier; 

(b) locating, in an audio server database, the sequence of audio segments based on the 
audio identifier; and 

(c) playing the sequence of audio segments to the recipient so that the recipient is 
apprised of at least one network-related announcement. 



4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein playing the sequence of audio 
segments includes transmitting audio data packets to a gateway over a packet-based network, and 
wherein the gateway plays the sequence of audio segments . 

12. (Currently Amended) A method for providing access to stored audio data segments 
corresponding to variables comprising: 

(a) receiving a request to play a sequence of audio data segments, the sequence of audio 
data segments adapted to convey a network-related announcement to a recipient, the request 
including a variable; and 

(b) determining whether the variable is an embedded variable; 

(c) in response to determining that the variable is an embedded variable, resolving a 
sequence of audio data segments containing the variable and resolving the variable; and 

(d) playing the sequence of audio data segments including the variable. 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12 wherein receiving a request to play the 
sequence of audio data segments includes receiving a request including a variable and a selector 
and resolving the variable includes identifying a set containing an audio data segment to be 
played. 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 3 wherein receiving a request to play the 
sequence of audio data segments includes receiving a request including a variable and a selector, 



2 



wherein resolving the variable includes identifying a set containing an audio data segment to be 
played. 

36. (Currently Amended) A sequence processor for providing access to a sequence of audio 
segments accessible by an audio server, the sequence processor comprising: 

(a) means for receiving a request for playing the sequence of stor e d audio segments, 
wherein the audio segments comprise at least portions of network-related announcements to be 
played to a recipient, the sequence of audio segments being identified by an audio identifier; 

(b) means for locating, in an audio server database, a provisioned sequence of audio 
segments based on the audio identifier; and 

(c) means for playing the sequence of audio segments to the recipient so that the recipient 
is apprised of at least one network-related announcement. 

38. (Currently Amended) The sequence processor of claim 36 wherein the means for playing 
the sequence of audio segments includes means for transmitting the audio segments to a gateway 
over a packet-based network, and wherein the gateway plays the sequence of audio segments . 

43. (Currently Amended) A variable processor for providing access to stored audio data 
segments corresponding to variables, the variable processor comprising: 

(a) means for receiving a request to play a sequence of audio segments, the sequence of 
audio segments adapted to convey a network-related announcement to a recipient, the request 
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including a multilanguage variable specifying a language in which the audio sequence is to be 
played; 

(b) means for resolving the multilanguage variable into at least one audio segment based 
on the language specified in the request; and 

(c) means for playing the audio segment. 

52. (Currently Amended) A method for accessing stored audio data comprising: 

(a) transmitting a request to an audio server for playing stored audio data, the request 
including an audio identifier identifying a sequence of audio segments to be played and a 
selector for specifying a member of the sequence of audio segments ; 

(b) locating, in an audio server database, a sequence of provisioned audio segments 
corresponding to the audio identifier; and 

(c) playing the sequence of audio segments to a recipient to convey a network-related 
announcement. 

60. (Currently Amended) An audio server comprising: 

(a) an interface card for receiving a request for playing a sequence of stored audio data 
segments, the audio data segments comprising at least portions of network-related 
announcements to be played to a recipient, the sequence of stored audio data segments being 
identified by an audio identifier; 
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(b) an audio server database embodied in a memory device storing provisioned sequences 
of audio data segments; and 

(c) a processor programmed to extract a sequence of audio segments from the audio 
server database using the audio identifier in the request. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dustin Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-3971. The 
examiner can normally be reached on flex schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Flynn Nathan can be reached on (571) 272-1915. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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